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Current COVID-19 case count 

Scott County – Total of 2,830 

Total deaths in Scott County: 27 

 

Rock Island County – 13 new cases since Monday; total of 2,921 

Currently in hospital: 16 

Total deaths in Rock Island County: 79 

 

Today’s call 
A video recording of today’s media briefing can be found at 

https://www.scottcountyiowa.com/health/covid19/news 

 

Voting six months into the pandemic 

Remarks from Janet Hill, chief operating officer, Rock Island County Health Department  

As we talk with you today, we are officially 6 months into the COVID-19 pandemic in Iowa and 

Illinois.  Six months is a large amount of time and parts of us may be changed forever when we 

look at crowds at events or individuals gathering in other areas.  However, we are learning how 

to continue living during the COVID-19 pandemic – and that includes one of the activities that 

defines us as Americans: voting. 

We all accept some level of risk of coming into contact with COVID-19 anytime we leave our 

homes.  There are different types of voting options available and each carry a different type of 

risk.   

 Voting by absentee ballot is the lowest risk as it nearly eliminates the number of people 
you are in contact with 

 Early voting at a location identified by your County Auditor or Clerk limits the number 
of people you come in contact with since you are allowed to choose when you vote, 
including choosing non-peak times 

 Day of Voting at your designated polling place has additional risks because your ability 
to social distance is limited and you cannot control the size of crowds 
 

We encourage you to consider which type of voting is best for you, your family, and your 

community.  Make sure that any health concerns you may have are included in the decision you 

make.   

https://www.scottcountyiowa.com/health/covid19/news


Precautions for in-person voting 

Remarks from Edward Rivers, director, Scott County Health Department  

Should you choose either in-person voting option, we encourage you to take steps to protect 

yourself and others.  This is also true for any members of our community that will be 

volunteering their time as poll workers at polling locations.  Recognize that you will very likely 

be in close contact with individuals at your polling place (closer than 6 feet for longer than 15 

minutes).  We ask that you do your part and consider COVID-19 safety while you’re doing your 

part as an American citizen: 

 Make sure that you wear a mask — when you are in line, when talking to others/poll 
workers, and when voting).   

 As much as possible, keep 6 feet of distance between yourself and others.   

 Bring hand sanitizer and use it 

 Please, please, please, stay home if you think there’s any chance you’re sick.  Because of 
the close distance you may have to others, if you are possibly sick with COVID-19, there 
is a good chance you would be exposing others to the virus in this type of a situation.   
 

Holding a presidential election during a pandemic is no small feat; but it is nonetheless 

important.  We know that safety during this type of an event will require each of us to do our 

part as well as the careful planning of our elections officials.   

We are happy to have both of our local elections officials on the call to describe the systems 

that are in place for in-person voting during a pandemic.    

Rock Island County voting information 

Speaker: Karen Kinney, Rock Island County clerk  
More information on website: https://www.rockislandcounty.org/Elections/Home/ 

Scott County voting information 

Speaker: Roxanna Moritz, Scott County auditor and commissioner of elections 
More information on website: https://www.scottcountyiowa.gov/auditor/election-central 

More information 

 www.TogetherQC.com 

 coronavirus.iowa.gov 

 https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19 

 https://www.dph.illinois.gov/regionmetrics?regionID=2 

 https://www.dph.illinois.gov/countymetrics?county=Rock%20Island 

 https://www2.illinois.gov/idoc/facilities/Pages/Covid19Response.aspx 

 https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/long-term-care-facility-outbreaks-covid-19 
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